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SE RM ON 


Preach? d before i 


Der Majeſty 


1*-M-»? 


QUEEN-DOWAGER, 
On Eaſfter-day, 1686. 


Si conſurrexiſtis cum- Chriſto , quz ſurſum ſunt 
quzrite. 


If you bave riſen again with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 


which are above. 


BERTIE Neo this pathetick Exhortation the Apo- 
S: =—_; tle falls in his Epiſtle to the Coloftans, 
2 D-: 2 ch.3.v. 1. (Sacred Majeſty ) : Into this 
REI ſcaſonable Exhortation the Church 

_y breaks forth at the Entry of this So- 


dmgity, in the firſt Maſs, which we on the Vigil, 
A2 the 


(2) 

the Primitive Chriſtians celebrated at the firſt Point 
of the Natural Day. In theſe Words ſhe commu- 
nicates to her mourning Children the joyful News, 
that her Beloved was dead and is alive: Words 
which expreſs not only the Reality, but alſo the Efi- 
cacy and Extent of our Lord's Reſurreftion ; that 
the yearly Revolution.of this Feftival implies ſome. 
thing more than our Bleſſed Maſter's glorious Riſing 
from the Dead, that it carries us' farther than a bare 
Memory of his Triumph, that it comprehends the 
Glory of the Members as well as of the Z7ead, and 
celebrates our own-Vidtory over Death, if indeed 
we are riſen again with Chriſt. j 

My Text therefore:is; an  Argumentation founded 
upon two Suppoſitions ; the one, of Faith; the other, 
touching Matter of Fatt Of Faith, That Chriſt is 
riſen ; the Fact, That we are aQually riſen with 
him; $7 conſurrexiſtis .cam Chriſto. The one he 
ſuppoſes as a Firft Principle of our Religion, which 
falls not under diſpute : The other needs a Confir- 
mation, and is to be prov'd by ſomething more evi- 
dent than it ſelf. The Proof of our Reſurrection 
', muſt bedrawn from our diligent application zo thoſe 
things which are above (que ſurſum ſunt querite) 
or, as he expreſſes himſelf more clearly in the fol- 
lowing Verſe, from ſetting our affettions on heavenly 
things ( que ſurſum ſunt ſapite); from leading a 
ſupernatural Life, and. weaning of our-Hearts; from 
all that 'is "below , & non que Juper terram=- But 
there can be no Reſurre&ion to a New Life,unleſs by 
way of neceſlary Diſpoſition there be a Deattf to zhe 
Old: To riſe again 'therefore, we muſt firtt-die ; 


Death being the Medium or Boundary between theſe 
two 


 — — 
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two Lives, this of the World, and the other accord- 
ing to God. For ſince they are incompatible, and, 
in ſome manner, contradictory, the one muſt ceaſe 
to be, before the other can exiſt ; and by conſe- 
quence, the Preſence of the one, muſt demonſtrate 
the DeſtruQion of the other. Wherefore, that we 
are riſen again with Chriſt, is evinc'd by our bein 
dead to the World; and this doubly prov'd ; firſs 
by the Affirmative, ſeeking thoſe things which are 
above; and then by the Negative, not ſetting our 
affettions on things below. | 

My Text thus expounded, divides it ſelf, and calls 
upon me to ſpeak a Word to each of theſe ReſurreQi- 
ons, that of Chriſt, and this of the Chriſtian, which 
jointly compoſe the Subje& of our preſent Joy, and 
conſequently are the fitteſt SubjeQ: of the preſent 
Diſcourſe, and of Your Royal and Favourable At- 
tention. But when Trefle, that St. Ambroſe, and 4ml-.1;b.z.de 
after him the whole Current of Divines, piouſly ſup- Virg. verſus 
poſe the Bleſſed Mother of our Lord firſt ſaw his M: 
ReſurreCtion , both ſaw it firſt, and was the firſt 
who believ'd it ;-it being moſt agreeable to Reaſon, 
and a natural Conſequence of Aﬀection, that ſo lo- 
ving a Parent ſhould receive the firſt Viſit from ſo 
loving a Son; that ſhe who moſt eminently ſhar'd 
in the Pangs of his Death, when the Sword of Sor- 
row pierced her Heart, ſhould taſte the Firſt-fruits * 
of his returning to Lite : Let us, betore we proceed, 
beg her Interceilion, that I may ſpeak of this great 
Myſtery as one who is riſen again with Chriſt ; and 
you attend unto my Words, as they who ſeek rhe 
things which are above. AVE MARIA, 


if 


Rom. 4. 2.5. 
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If you are riſen again with Chriſt, ſeek the things 


which are above, &c. 


F all the Myſteries of our Holy Religion, the 
Q Reſurre&ion of Chriſt is the Principal ; be- 
cauſe it is the higheſt Proof of his Divinity, the 
greateſt of his Miracles, the chiefeſt Inſtance of his 
Veracity, the Earneſt of his Promiſes, and the 
Foundation of all our Hope. And upon this Con- 
ſideration St. Ambroſe calls it the Corner-ſtone and 
Bafis of Faith, primum & maximum Fidei Funda- 
mentum. His Conception and Nativity were but 
the remote Preparations to it ; His Lite and Doctrin, 
the Means; His Death and Paſſion, the immediate 
Diſpoſitions : But his rifing the third day according to 
the Fleſh, was the ultimate End of his coming, - as 
being the firſt in Intention, and the laſt in Execution, 
In this conſiſts the Strength, the Meaning and In- 
tent of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, That Jeſus Chrift 
was deliver'd for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Taltification. For, as the Church ſings in the Office 
of Yeſterday, Nihil nobis naſci profuit nifi redimi 
profuiſſet. The Excellence of our Being had avail'd 
us nothing, if a Redemption had not reſtor'd us to 
the End of our Creation, forfeited by Sin; fo a Re- 
demption it ſelf. would not have anſwer'd our Neceſ- 
ſities, if a Reſurretion had not perfeted and 
crown'd the Work of our Juſtification. 

But as it naturally follows, the further the Con- 
ſequence draws from the Firſt Principle, the obſcurer 
it grows; the deeper the Water is, the further we 
are . from diſcerning the Bottom; the greater the 

Miracle, 


— 
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Miracke, the leſs comprehenſible : ſo we fiad the My- 
ſtery of the Reſurre&tion to be the moſt profound, 
and conſequently rhe moſt obſcure and difficult of 
all our Credends. For how inexplicable ſoever the 
Heathen Philoſophers judg'd the Immortality of the 
Soul, they could not deny but the Light of Nature 
diſcover'd ir to be reaſonable: Butall their Applica- 
tion, Enquiry, and force of Reaſon, fell fo ſhort of 
the Reſurrection of the Body, that while they ad- 
mitted the one, they derided the other as impoſſible, 
as chimerical, as the Dreams of Simple, or the Reve- 
ries of Frantick Men. Thus when St. Paul, As 17. 
had diſcours'd the Point to the moſt Learned of- 
them, they call'd hin sTzpewoNdyG-,a Babler,or _ 
ſer of ridiculous Novelties; to others he ſeem'd to 
be a ſetter forth of new Gods : And when he came 
to this Point in-his Diſcourſe on Mars-hil, before 
that celebrated Bench, hi quidem irridebant, ſome 
mocked, ver. 32. Neither did Feffus, when he had 
heard the fame Apoſtle upon that Subject, conceive 
2 better Opinion of him, than of a Madman, vent- 
ing the wild Fancies of a diſturb'd Brain ; /»ſanis 
Paule ; Paul, thou talkeſt like one diſtracted. Nay, 
the Apoſtles themſelves, after fo many clear Predi: 
ions to prepare their Minds to the Belief of this- 
Myſtery, when the Women brought the Relation of 
Matter of Fact, that Chriſt was truly riſen, putabant 
 deliramenta que dicebantar, thought they were bi- 
gotted, and fancy'd Apparitions, till they believ'd 
them. So hard is it for Reaſon to allow a Return 
from the Privation to the Habit, from Death to Lite. 
Yet the Son of God propoſing a Religion to Men, 
would havens att like Men, when we affent _ - 
Indeed . 


Rom. 12. 1. 


Afts 1. 3. 


Heb. 11. 1. 
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Indeed, -to exerciſe our Humility, and to found a 
Merit in Believing, he requires our Aflent to things 


above, but never contrary to Reaſon. And there- 
fore to render our Service Reaſonable, he has not left 


us deſtitute of Arguments to evince this dark and 
profound Myſtery; ſuch Arguments, as no Rational 
Perſon, without ceaſing to be ſo, can reject; becauſe 
they are ſufficient, becauſe they are the higheſt the 
Subje&t Matter will admit. And ſuch are all thoſe 
Apparitions recorded by the Four Evangeliſts, /hew- 
ing himſelf alive after his Paſſion, in multis argumen- 
tis, ſays St. Luke, by many Arguments ; or, as the 
Vulgar Tranſlation has it, by many infalible Proofs ; 
that is, unqueſtionable Inſtances ; For in Matters of 
Fa@, an Inſtance of the thing aſſerted, is the higheſt 
Proof, and that which founds a Rational Convidti- 
on. Should we with-hold our Afſent, in expeQaati- 
on of a ſtronger Motive, we ſhould never embrace 
any Reveal'd Truth, we ſhould never credit any Hi- 
ſtory or Account of things diſtant or paſt ; becauſe 
wolkeadd require a farther Evidence than the Thing 
propos'd can afford, than the nature of Credibility 
can bear. And in this appears the Unreaſonable. 
neſs, and, at the bottom, the Infidelity of ſuch as, un- 
der pretence of Wit or Precaution, before they will 
render to the Articles of Faith, call for the Evidence 
either of Demonſtration or Senſe, both which equal- 
ly exclude Faith, which is, according to the Apo- 
ſile, the Evidence, that is, a Conviction of the Being 
of ſuch things as do not appear. Had theſe Modern 
Sadducees been preſent at the Glorious Reſurre&tion 
of our Lord, they would certainly have remain'd as 
incredulous as the old, who even amidſt Prodigies 

and 
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and Miracles ask'd for a Sizx : For when their Eyes 
had been Witneſſes to the Life of his Body, they 
. muſt {till have ſubmitted to the Belict of his Divi- 
nity, which neither fell under the Verge of Senſe, 
nor roſe ſo high as Demonſtration in this Caſe, tho' 
it created as great a Certainty as either, but trom a 
leſs Evidence: And we that behold neither the one 
nor the other, are as much oblig'd in Reaſon to be- 
lieve both, upon the Credit of the Apoſtles, the 
Teſtimony ot the Scriptures , and of the Church 
which delivers them. 
Thus without entring t&he Monument with Peter 
an] John; without any ocular Teſtimony, or ſo much 
as inquiring into a Poſſibility of a Reſurretion, we 
are guarded from Error in our Belief; our Holy 
Faith is abundantly atteſted ; the ſubmiſſion of our 
Underſtandings and the firmneſs of our Aſſent to 
this dark and inexplicable Myſtery, are warranted to 
be a Reaſonable Service. For the greater Obſcurity 
of any one Article do's leave no more place for 
doubt, than the Cleareſt Point of our Religion; 
ſince we do not believe 7hi upon a diflerent Evi- 
dence from the other, but both jointly _ the At- 
teſtation of ſuch Works as never any one did, that is, 5ojn x 5,24; 
which could not be perpetrated by any Power leſs 
than Divine. 
Thus we find a ſure footing for our Zope, know- 
ing, that he who rai'd up our Lord Feſus, will alſo 2 Cor. 4. 14; 
raiſe us up by Jeſus ; ſince the Reſurrection of-Jeſus 
is not only the Meritorious Cauſe of ours, but alſo 
the Eficient and Exemplar. For, as the fame Apo- 
ſtle argues, a we have born the Image of the Earth- pjytjp. 3.41, 
ly, we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly. As 
B he 
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he took our Nature upon him, and dy'd to afſimu- 
late himſelf tous in a Mortal Condition ; ſo he roſe 
l;v. 2.2.1, 2gain, that he might reform our vile and corruptible 
FREY Body, and SS Ve, his own Glorious nr By 
Dying, he merited our Reſurrection ; by Riſing in 
Glory, he gave us a Pattern of our future Happi- 
neſs; and by aſſuming us into a Participation of his 
Brightneſs and Immortality, he is the Cauſe Effici- 
ent of our Reſurretion. This Confideration obvi- 
ates all Queſtions which a limited Underſtanding 
might ſtart as to the Poſib:lity of it, and ſtops the 
Mouth of the Animal Man, who do's not comprehend 
the Power of God; and of corrupt Nature, which is 
ever ready to ſpeak perverſe things. For, as it is 
evident, we made not our ſelves, but, to find the 
Original of our Being, we muſt aſcend to a Fir/ 
Cauſe, which could have nothing diſtin from it 
ſelf coexiſtent to it ſelf: ſo is it clearly interr'd, a# 
things were made by him, and extracted out of a meer 
4ug. Ser. 91. Nothing. Now St. Auguſtin inquires, Which you 
de Verb, Apoſt. take to be the greater Miracle, the commanding us to 
be and live out of Nothing, or the reſtoring us to Life, 
who already had a Being , the we ceas'd to line © 
Doubtleſs, replies he in the name of every reafona- 
ble Creature, it is more to make that which was not, 
than to repair that which was : Utique plus eft facere 
quod nunquam fuit, quam reparare quod fuerit. And 
- £ ask you, adds the Father, why he cannot raiſe us 
after we are tarn'd into Duſt, who, if we were reduc'd 
into Nothing, could gzve us a Being ? 

Bur, bleſſed be God, I ſtand not here at the Bar, 
ro be calf d in queſtion by you tonching the Hope antl 
Reſurretion of the Dead, T appear in this Chair to 

preach 
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preach the Faith you have already ſubmitted to; 
tor, /o we preach, and ſo you have believ'd. I come 
here chiefly to declare to you the Extent of this Ar- 
ticle of our Creed, how far it carries us, to what it 
do's oblige us. ow far it carries us, that we de to 
the old Life ; To what it do's oblige us, that we walk 
before him in newneſs of Life. For two things are 
requir'd, ſays the Maſter of our Schools, to perfect 
the Juſtification of an Offender ; the Remiſſion of 
the Sin, and the Amendment of the Sinner. The 
Sin was blotted out by the effuſion of Chriſt's pre» 
cious Blood upon the Crofs : The Amendment of 
our Lives was merited, was ſuppos'd, but not effe&ed 
by his ReſurreQion. ' The Merits of his Death are 
apply'd to us in our Baptiſm, where we promiſe to 
enter upon a New Life ; but this Promiſe is fulfil'd 
by aCting conſequently to it. The Church an- 
ſwer'd for our Dying with Chriſt, before we were 
capable of knowing what we engag'd for ; but this 
Engagement is to be made good atter we arrive to 
uſe ot Reaſon, by approving our ſelves to be a New 
Creature, in the ſuitable OY of our Lives, 
and ſeeking thoſe things which are aboye : Your At- 
tention, and my Second Parr. 


| the preceding Chapter of this Epiſtle to the 
Coloſſians, the Holy Apoſtle delivers an excellent 
Moral tpon the Principal Myſteries of our Redem- 
ption, and ſhews how they are apply'd to us, and ex- 


II. 


preſs'd in us; as, a ſpiritnal Circumcifion, by putting cy, 2; 10; 


off the Body of Sin, ſignified by the Circumciſion 0 
Chriſt ; a dying and beivg buried with him in the 
Waters of Baptiſm , imported by the ſhedding his 

B 2 precious 
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precious Blood, and laying his dead” Body in- the 
Monument ; that we are quickned and revived toge- 
. ther with him ; and continues, Let no man judge you 
In parte diei in part of the Holy Day ; for ſothe vulgar Latin and 
feſti., = the Greek have it, where the common Tranſlation 
oh, 84 9%" reads, in reſpett of the Holy Day. IT know the ſenſe 
of the Letter, according to the general Interpretati- 
on, is,- Let no one condemn you for neglefting to 
obſerve the Jewiſh Feſtivals or Ceremonies. But ſome 
Expoſitors underſtand it to be ſpoken in a larger and 
more ſpiritual ſenſe, and by way of Caveat, that 
we ſhould not flatter our ſelves as if we had per- 
form'd the Obligations of this Day, for the purpoſe, 
by devoutly meditating upon the Reſurretion of 
Chriſt, (which is only one Par? of the preſent So- 
lemnity) without proceeding to the other, to ſolem- 
nize our own Riſing again from the Death of Sin, 
which is the Second Part, the Fruit and End of the 
other. But whether you allow of this Interpretati- 
on'or no, at leaſt this is fdelis ſermo, a faithful Say- 
ing, an unqueſtionable Truth, f we be dead with 
2 Tim. 2,11, him, we ſhall alſo live with him. Die therefore we 
muſt, not only a natural Death, which is the Pu-. 
niſhment of Sin, but alſo a ſpiritual one, which is 
the Death of Sin. We incurr'd the fatal Sentence 
of returning into Earth, by ſecking thoſe things 
which are. upon Earth; we revive 1nto- a Spiritual 
Life, by ſeeking thoſe things which are. in Heaven. 
The one confiſts-in the Separation of the Soul from 
. .. - the Body; the other, inthe Union of the Soul with 
2 Cer. 4.11, Chriſt, that the Life alſo of Jeſus may be made mas. 
5 nifeſt in our mortal Fleſh, as the Apoltle ſpeaks ; 


that our Converſation even in this World may be ſo 
pure, 


_ 
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pure, our: ARtions ſo ſpiritual, and our Aﬀections 
1o fix'd upon things above, as to expreſs a lively Si- 
militude of our Lord's Reſurre&tion. 

Wherefore the Holy Fathers obſerve a threefold 


Analogy or Reſemblance between-the Reſurretion 
f cel, and that of a Chriſtian. The firſt ariſes 
rom the Cauſe of his Refurre&ion, which the Apo- 


ſtle tells us was the Operation of God, or the Omni- 

potent Hand of the Divinity reuniting the Bleſfed 

Soul of Jeſus to his dead Body, and wot permitting 

his Holy One to ſee Corruption. Thus a Soul once' 

dead to God, can never by its own Strength, for it 

has none; by its own Endeavors or Pertormances, 

which are inanimate; or by the practice of Moral 

Vertues, which are dead in themſelves, re-enter into 

the Life of Grace, without the merciful Aſſiſtance, 

miraculous Operation, and the Change of the Hand 

of the moſt Figh, whoſe ſole Prerogative it is tocom-' 

mand Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, as well to re- 2 Cor. 4.6; 

pair what. has once: ceas'd to be, as-to make what” 

never was before. This is a Fundamental Truth, 

and as it werea Firſt Principle of Chriſtian Religion, 

deliver'd by Jeſus Chriſt, declar'd and frequently 

urg'd by the Doctor of the Gentiles, andrepeated by ' 

the Holy Ghoſt in'many Councils, and at1aſt inthat” 

of Trent ; where it'is 'decreed, to the condemna- ,. ..., 

tion of Modern Pelagianiſm, and to vindicate' the $9.6. co.1. 

Churches DoQrin from the Calumnies or Miſtakes de Fu#ificar. 

of thoſe who ſtill miſrepreſent-it; That whoſoever 

aſſerts, Many by his own Works; perpetrated either 

by the Strength of Nature, or by the Aſſiſtance of * 

the Law,' may be juſtified without the Grace of God: 

thro” Jeſus Chriſt; Anathema, Let+him-be accurſed.” 
0751 By 
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By declaring the Inſufficiency of Nature to a Good 
and Juſtifying/ Life, ſhe condemns. thoſe Men who 
think they may be fav'd by leading .only a Moral 
Life, according to the Diftamen of Reaſon, without 
the Praftice ot Religion. -By' excluding the Old 
Law, ſhe cenſures the Judaizing Chriſtian, wiſſhplaces 
it in- equal Ballance with the New, or at leaſFhinks® 
this got ſufficient, - without the Obſervance of the 
other; : And laſtly, By- eſtabliſhing the Neceſſity of 
Grace to. perform every Good and Vertuous Action, 
ſhe warns us not to preſume or relie upon our own 
Merits ; ſhe dire&s us whither we are to lift up our 
Eyes, whence we are to expeCtt our Salvation ; and 
points him out, who gives Birth to our good Deſires, 
Warmth to our AﬀeRtions, and Life to our Actions ; 
P/1/ip. 2. 13. both the Yelle & Perficere, the Will to riſe again, 
and the Execution of it, by ſeeking thoſe things which 
are above. | 
\- - This is the Second Analogy of our. Reſurreftion 
with that of Chriſt, the Proof and Experiment that 
we are riſen from Death to Life. For as we cannot 
diſtinguiſh an Animate from an Inanimate Body, but 
by the Palpitation of the Heart, Pulſe of the Artery, 
Heaving of the Lungs, or the Exerciſe of ſome ſen- 
ſible Faculty ; ſo cannot we diſcern a Soul inform'd 
with the Life of Grace, from another which. is de- 
priv'dof it, but by ſuch Operations as are proper to 
that Life, as the Reſtraint of. our Appetites, a-Com- 
mand of - our. Paſſions, \3 Modeſty in our Behavi- 
or.,'a Veracity in our Words, a Sincerity 'in our 
Dealings, a Relieving the Poor, aſliſting the Di- 
ſtreſſed, embracing and doing good to our Enemies. 
Theſe are the Authentick Proofs of a Real Reſur- 
rection, 
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rection, and a lively Reſemblance of Jeſus Chriſt's 
Surrexit Dominus vere ; Onr Lord ts truly riſen. And 
how did he make it out he was truly riſen? Maltis 
Argumentis, lays St. Luke, By many Arguments, 
many infallible Proofs. And wherein did theſe con- 
ſiſt, but in appearing often to his Diſciples, ſhewing 
the Marks of his Death, eating and drinking in 


their Preſence, and ſpeaking of the things pertaining 4s 1.3. 
to the Kingdom of God, In like manner, if oxr light ys.;.16. 
ſo ſhine before men, that they ſee our good works, we 


expreſs the Reſemblance of a Glorified Body, Do- 


E 


aum Claritats. If we carry about the Mortification of 2. Cor. 4. 10. 


Feſus in our Bodies, we copy out the Marks and 
Stigmata of his Paſltion. If we ſtand firm and un- 
ſhaken in the midſt of Perſecution, we become a live» 
ly Repreſentation of his /mpaſibility, Donum Impaſ- 


fibilitats. If we ran with delight the way of his pſal.t18.3% 


Commandments, when Charity has enlarged our 
Hearts, and even the Lets and Impediments we 
meet with in the Service of God are ſo far from re- 
tarding the Courſe of our Vertue, that, on the con- 
trary, they inflame our Zeal, and furniſh new Mat- 
ter to provoke and heighten our Courage, we imi- 
tate the Third Quality of his Glorified Body, Do- 
num Agilitatis, © In fine, If whether we eat or drink 
or whatſoever we do, we do'all to the glory of God, 
as the'Apoſtle adviſes ; if our Diſcourſes and Fami- 
liar Entertainmemts ſavour of thoſe things which are 
above, and, at leaſt indireAly, appertain to the king- 
dom of God , theſe are Arguments we are truly riſen 
with Chriſt, being of thew-own nature ſtch Proofs 
of a Spiritual Life of a Spiritual -Reſurrection from 
the Death of Sin, as the Exerciſe of the Animal 


I Cor.10.3 [> 


Funtions -. 
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FunQions and Rational Powers are a Demonſtration 
of the Continuance or Reviviſcence of the Natural. 
2 Cor.11.23. Weread, That the Spirit of Darkneſs ſometimes 
transfigures himſelf into an Angel of Light ; 1ome- 
times takes a Body of Air, which the deluded Senſe 
cannot diſtinguiſh from a Solid and Real one; and 
ſometimes as Artfully moves a Solid, but Dead Body, 
as if it were Alive. Both Sacred and Profane Hi- 
ſtory offer innumerable Proofs of theſe Slights of 
Satan: I ſhall inſtance only in the Second, which is 
1 Sam.28.15 moſt for my purpoſe. Thus the Witch of Endor is 
-. . _ -. . aid in the Firſt of Xings to have rais'd Samnel, 
whoſe own Words ſeem to prove it a real ReſurreQi- 
on ; Quare inquietaſti me at ſuſcitarer > Why haſ? 
thou diſquieted me to raiſe me up? Yet St. Auguſtin 
aſſures us, Samue! did not riſe again in his own, but 
only ina fictitious and imaginary, or at moſt in an 
acreal Body. And thro' theſe —_— and Deluſions 
of Satan it happens that many ſeem to riſe again 
with Chriſt, who in efteR riſe only with Samue/, 
If we regard their Promiſes and Proteſtations, Sx 
ſhall never reign any more in their mortal Body; 
their Eyes are open'd to ſee and bewail their paſt 
Tranſgreſſions ; they have recover'd their Speech, 
_ todeclare at the Feet of their Confeſſor thoſe vici- 
_ * ous Habits and ſecret Crimes which ſo long had 
been lock'd up in Silence, and lay putrifying in their 
Breaſts ; at the Voice of Chriſt they iſſue like ſo ma- 
ny Lazaru's from their Monuments, and run to em- 
brace their Life in the Holy Communion. And af- 
ter all this, who can doubt but their Reſurrection 
is real, and they are truly riſen again with Chriſt > 
But if you keep your Eye a little upon them, = 
thall 
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ſhall ſee them till playing abou the Flames. which 
had fcorch'd them ; before ; you” ſhall. ſee, them fre-= 

venting the ſame licentious Company, which gave 
thein their Death, wantoning upon the ſame Brink 
of the Precipice whence they ſo lately fell ; like 
Ghoſts, ſtill hovering about gheir Graves and Places 
of Burial; in fine, not advanc'd one-ſtep farther off 
the imminent Dangers and immediate Occaſions of 
Sin. And after. all this, who can doubt but their 
Reſurreftion was only in the Air, imaginary, or 
Fictitious, a Stratagem of the Devil to delude them, 
and to amuſe their Confeſlors ; while St. Pax/'s De- 
claration touching the State. of the Widow, is veri- 


fy'd in every Soul, She that liveth in pleaſures, is 1 Tims 5.6. 


dead while fhe liveth. 

Haec precipe, ſays the Great Apoſtle; teach, 
command, urge, and inculeate this DoQrin,. For 
the Reſurrection of a Soul, cries St. Bernard, is not 
ſo caſie a thing as you imagine, 7t is a great aud 
wonderful Sacrament , magnum prorſus .& mirabile 
Sacramentum anime ſuſcitatio: Great in reference to 
the Power of God ; and Wonderful as to the Diſpo- 
ſition requiſite in the Sinner. ..To. break the 7reble 
Cord of a threefold Concupiſcence ; to. deſtroy all vis 
cious Habits Root and Branch ; to lay violent Hands 
upon our own Hearts, and tear from our Breaſts 
what is as dear to us as Life,and almoſt as deeply in- 

rafted as Nature; to turn the Stream of our Aﬀe- 

ions, to hate our own Souls, which we ſo tenderl 
cheriſh and indulge; to love and embrace a Penis 
tential Life, of which we have ſo great an abhor- 
rence, to which we. carry ſuch a ſtrange averſion 
and antipathy : Ah ! (hon, this is not the _ 
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of 'a few Hours Recolleiong+this is not the Fruit 
of a few ſuperficial Tears, -which dry and vaniſh as 


' they fall; this isnot the EffeQ of a Sigh, which paſ- 


ſes with the Wind ; or of a haſty Reſolution, which 
is forgot almoſt as ſoon as made ; this is not the Y70- 
lence that takes Heaven, which do's not yield ux 

every faint or-falſe Attack. Theſe indeed are Cir- 
cemſtinces which" ever attend a true RefurreQion ; 


but - thiey are not ifa/lible Proofs : They are com: - 


mon toa Real and a FiQtitious one :”They may be in- 
deed the firſt Dawnings of 'a New Life, 'but are' too 


oten 6nly 2 gaudy Spedtre, a rticer otitſide, and. 


an"amiufing Apparttion, '' So true''is that terrible 


S.Patier. Ez. Aſſcftion 'of the Holy Biſhop of Barce/lona, Panco- 
' 3-adSynpbr. rum eft labor qui vere reſurgunt, Few there are who 


2-K11g8 2.3. 


truly riſe again , becauſe few will take the pains to- 


extricate themſelves from'the Snares of Sin, and re- 
move every | ccafion,' as far as in them lies,' of re-« 


lapfiog into it, aſter the Example of the Holy King. 


Foftas, who not only broke down the Idols, baniſh'd 
the Artificers; demoli{N'd the Altars, but alfo cut 
down the Groves, to effec eyeit the Memory of Tdo- 
latry,' leſfthe CorvEnienee of eommitring ithe ſame 


Crime tfiight bE an Trivieition to\commur''je. Yet- 
this work of eſtranging our ſelves from the Dangers . 
of Sin, tho” attended- with fo- mary 'Difficulties, is- 


but # remore diſpofrioH to/ a Spiritual ReſurreQion, a 


removens probiiens's there are others'and: »tarcr res- 


g 


quir'd; not ory ts the Introducing, but alfo to the - 


Noutiſhment-and Preſervation New Life. ' © 


This is the Third Analogy the Holy Fathers ob-- 
Sion of Chrift 'and'that- 
efa- Chriſtian, viz. the Duration and Perpetnity of- 


=. 


ſerve between'the Reſur 
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#r, intimated by.'the Apoſtle, when he tells; us, 
Chriſt being rais'd from the dead, dies no more: \'By Rom. G, 9: 
which words, not only a feigned, but alſo a failin | 
Repentance is ſtruck out of the Book of Lite. - Ar 
this Admonition is particularly addre&'d to. you of 
the Frouſhold of Faith, who after a fincere ani} an- 
feigned forrow-of Heart, after a cleqr. and undif- 
gvis'd Enumeration: of - all | your Sins by Cotifeilion 
of Mouth,  after- a ſerious Endeavour-to. apply to 
your ſelves the SatisfaQtions of Chriſt by the exerciſe 
of Good Works, uſe violence: upon your Hearts, mn 
exterminating it Habits, and avoiding thoſe Otcaſt- 
ons which formerly: prevail d ypon you,” and; io fins, 
are truly riſen agaiu';/ bat, alas! are not” riſen again 
with Chriſt. For after you have ſet your:band ro the 
Plow, you leok back upon the Eafe and Pleaſure of 
the Workd ; after you have' been! feaſted w2#h'! rhe 
Bread of Angels, your Hearts return" into' Egypt ; 
you remit of your primitive Fervour ,'you flacke 
in your Devotions, you inquire into-a corrupted 
Moral, and hunt after Caſes to diſpenſe with your Re» 
ſolutions ; you hearken to 'the "Language of the 
World, till you are inſenſibly ſeis'd with the InfeRi- 


on, _—_ every day the Life 
of the Spirit, and _ wholly Ls wa.agh Thus 
the very Means of your Salvation corrupt into the 
Occaſions of your farther Mifery, -and- your rj{y$ 
again ſerves only to pl you deeper into Death, 
by adding to the weight of your former Commiſſions 
a heavy Ingratitude, a facrilegious Abuſe of Divine 
Grace, a Contempt of Mercy, a Rebellion- againſt 
the Light, an evacuating the Death of Chriſt, and 
fruſtrating 'hus — of its chieteſt End, 

2 that 
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that. rifing. from Death with him, you fhowld die wo 


\ ,0.7) "Ore; " YH 


- And herein-conſiſts the difference between the Re- 
ſurreion of the Body, and that of the Soul. Both 
the one and the other-are the Efftes of a Superna- 
tural, and Dijtine:; Power But the one always ſy 

-poſes a Perpetuity: and Settled ſtate ;. the other is 

Jdubjet:to Decay, and of .its own nature do's not 

exclude Corruption and Mortality. Thus the Sung» 

mites Child at the-Prayer of E/izew, the Dead Man 
at the touch of:his Bones, Lazarus and: others at 
the Voice::of : Chriſt,; and they. who at his Death 
came forth; of thairgpen'a.Sepulchers, were reſtor'd 
to Life, but: to a dying! Life, they liv'd to. die again. 
But the Spiritual Life communicated to a Soul by 


the Grace:of Fe/us.Chrifh, is inveſted, as: far as con» - 


cerns the Operation.of-the Agent, with Immorta- 
lity, and has impreſs'd.ypon-it a Reſemblance of his 
Reſuriedtion, a'Fom vox morgtur. She 1s.commanded 
to cheriſh and perpetuate that Life, which gothing 


can corrupt; unleſs ſhe lay. MHTOG Hands upon - 
a 


her felf,-ardþy: conſenting 80. $40, fa a Vickim ito 


© 2 WA, 


Ito 11k 2147 mw ba! yidinv ot roy lis 21900 
+; But'ranany one who: believes: in-garneſt the Ads 
yantage:and:Excellence of; this; Supernatural Life, 


who: has :everotaſted the. inefiable Comforts of a 


Spiritual RefurrgRion! with! 96d jo, Chriſt, be, fo 


careltb.of: thegadvantege, {oi-inl .of the Ex- 

eelitmce,: {a forgetful. of the Camforts, as. tg layith 

chemaway.upen every ſlight occaſiongs to exchange 

them for every gaudy Trifle, as to, wound and .des 

ſlroy, xhis Life at-the: perſuaſion pf 2 Paſſion, or for 

thegratifying a Concupiſcence, or for the.iadulging 
5; an 


— TPUSS" PX 


(19) 


ati-Appetite 2 Tf one did not find this practically truez 
in- ſpeculation one would pronounce it impoſlible ; 
Impoſſible that the Reaſonable Creature ſhould.per- 
fecute its own Happineſs; run: counter to its own 
Deſires, and contrive its own Deſtruction, contrary 
to the Diftamen of Reaſon, to the Impreſſions of 
Faith, and even to the Inclinations of Nature. And 
whoſoever conſiders with how many Tears, Alms- 
deeds, and Mortifications, with what Afſiduity in 
Prayer, Modeſty of Behaviour, and Earneſtneſs' to 
hear the Word of God, we have ſpent this Holy and 
Penitential Seaſon, in order to prepare our-ſelves to 
riſe again with Jeſus Chriſt in this Day of his Tri- 
umph over Death, will certainly conclude, that we 
are truly dead, and our Life hidden with Chriſt in Rom. 6.2. 
God; that being thus dead to Sin,: quomodo adbuc. vi 
vemus in io 2: how is-it paſhible we ſhould -harbor a 
Thought of living any longer.in that wretched Con- 
dition ?. Yet:.this time of Penance is no fooner. 
elaps'd, than we begin to provide Matter for a new 
Repentance -- We take the Reins off our Senſes and: 
Paſlians, ,and: turn them looſe -to rove:i and -wanton 
as before, as if Senſuality were-.the Obje& of the 
Churches Indulgence ; as. if Luxury, - Exceſs, mi(- 
ſpending our Time, ſuperfluous Entertainments, and 
other Practices which are at all times unhawful, were 
not,at the moſt Holy of Times more Criminal... It 
ſeems the Tide of our Vices was. only ſtemm'd for 
Forty days, . and nowthe Sluces are pulF'd_up, to let: 
them roll ia their old Channels with more impetu- 
olity-than before. We hear the Churches Invitats 
ons £0 rejoyce and-to be. merry, her Exu/temus's and 
Alleluia's; we preſently catch the Sound, and like: 
the 


-the Carnal Jew think it relates to Fleſh and Blood; 
we preſently unbend the Mind, and impart the hap- 
py News to every Paſſion and Concupiſcence. 

But who would have imagin'd that Relaxations of 
our Manners could be thought by Mankind the fit- 
teſt Expreſſions and moſt unteigned Teſtimonies of 
their Rejoycing at the Reſurreftion of .Chriſt ? But 
ſince the World will have it fo, I am contented, 
provided it. be made appear, that theſe are Argu- 
ments and Signs of our Riſing again with Chriſt. 
-For our Lord reaſſun'd his Sacred Body, that we 
might riſe ix Spirit with him, and in Fleſh after him. 

- Our ReſurreQ1on then is the principal End of His, 

- and by co thoſe Actions which demonſtrate 

-us to be truly riſen again with -him, are the only 

I. Means to expreſs our Joy, to celebrate his | 

riumph. And I hope we are now agreed, that thefe 
- conſiſt z» ſeeking thoſe ae. which are above, in ſet- 
ting our affettions on heavenly things, in tranſcending 
all Human Conſiderations, in leaving the World far 


below us, and 0a Vanities, Honors, and 

-Riches, as much as we its Vices and Corrupti- 

'xCir- 15:50; Ons. As for Fleſb and Blood, their Inclinations and 
ifcences, which can wever poſſeſs the Kingdom 

of God, they become more than ever our mortal 

'Enemies ; we have a new Obligation to perſecute and 

deteſt them, a freſh Provocation to diſtreſs and 

-mortifie them, -becauſe they hinder us from enjoy- 

Chan Liberty of the Children of God, they are a 


the Heart, a Damp upon the Spirits, 

"The: Flight of the Soul Fg Rhee down 

4©kibp. 3:2; When ſhe is upon the Wing to have ber Converſation 
| m Heaven. 

And 
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And ſince this is your Belief, but your Practice 

fo contrary, has not the Apoſtle as much reaſon to 
expoſtulate with you, as he had with the Galati- 
ans, Sic ſtulti eſt, ut cum ſpiritu ceperitis, carne Gy, 4..5- 
conſummemini 2 Are you become ſo fooliſh, as toend 
in the Fleſh, after you have begun in the Spirit? 
Tanta paſh eſtis fine cauſa? Have you ſolong brid'd 

our Appetites, and deny'd your Senſes even their 
awful Satisfa&tions, to let them break out at Eaſter, 
like a Vapor from ſome Hollow of the Earth, more 
unruly ,- turious, and deſtructive than they could 
have been, had you not penn'd them in and confin'd 
them ? Have you ſuffer d ſo many things in vain? 
ſhed ſo many Tears without Fruit? given ſo many 
Alms to no End 3 In vain, without Fruit, and to no £ 
end indeed ,. unleſs theſe happy Beginnings: are 
crown'd with an anſwerable Perſeverance, unleſs you 
dy'd to Sin to riſe again with Jeſus Chriſt, and are 
riſen again to dieno more. Which God of his Infi- 
nite Mercy, &c. 


Vache 


The End of the Firſt Sermon. 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before 


Her Majeſty 


THE 
 QUEEN-DOWAGER, 
On Whitſunday, 1686. 


} 
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Nolite contriſtare Spiritum Sanftum, Epheſ. 4. 30. 


; Grieve not the Holy Ghoſe. 


SFXNS the Children of rae] (Moſt Sacred 
whe Majeſty) receiv'd the Law Fitty days 
WE alter hi Paſchal Lamb was Sacrific'd, 
SES in Memory and Thankſgiving , for 
ESSAY their Miraculous Deliverance from the 
for prian Slavery ; ſo the Church of Chriſt, in the 
neſs of time, and after that myſterious number of 
Days elaps'd from the Sactifes of the Lay Fer 
Lam 


k 


2:Cor, 3+ 3: 
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Lamb, who takes away the Sins of: the World, is; 
eſtabliſh'd by the ſolemn-publication-of a New Co- 
venant, a. Covenant of Grace, But to expreſs the 
Analogy and Relation: between the one and the 
other, the Shadow and the Subſtance, the Law and- 
the Conſummation- of the Law, to inſinuate the 
ſne Spiri of God, who.dictated the Ficſt, to be al 
ſo the "Anthor of the Second , both are deliver'd- 
upon the Mount, both in Fire, both with Sound and- . 
Majeſty. as perfe Charity caſts out Fear: ſo- 
the [1 Eras vs og rr the Im- 
perfect, by” ity iff tfie Pave of Fear, 
a gentle lambent Fired in = of Thunder and Light- 
ning; by changing Me t Sina, the Region of 


Terror, for us nA the Viſion of Peace ; a fright- 
- ful Deſtry, 


ethe/Plaoof Prayer, the Miniſtry'of 
an Angel, for the immediate Preſence of the Holy 
Ghoſt. The.fr@t way .writtea \in Tedles of Stone, 
the latter, ſays the Apoſtle, in the fleſbly Tables of 
our Hearts ; the one was attended-with all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Terror , and repeated Menaces of 
Death; and-alf 'Fitte enoigh'to mike a Riff.neck'd 
People bend their Shoulders to a Heavy and Galling. 
Yoke; but the ther, as vefitle in the:Decharation as. 


eaſie in the Execution, is publiſh'd with the 

znce of”. Sous, 7 Emblems of Sh a | - 
uence ,"1 PEP ich s of Light. : 

& 18, Efficacy, not Þy Codſtra | 

ation; Cdn, uit Perſuadioe ; a5 Fire 

is the moſt bright, moſk. piercing, and moſt active of 

rhe flements; at "rhe. Nh [ute moft xender in . 

ce the? 


"Y &t 
we gouthat' Toro hd; cg ye + -< 
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"firſt 
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firſt was deliver'd in Smoke and Clouds, ta fignifie its 
Property, Imperfection, Obſcurity, Darkneſs, or, at 
the beſt, a Cloud which was to break up and di- 
ſperſe, ambra futurorxm, a Shadow which was to col. 2. 17. 
paſs away ; the ſecond, under the Symbol of Wind, 
pure, open, cleanfing, to ſhew the Ioſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as requiſite to clear the Soul from the 
Corruption or Contagion of Sin, as the Wind is to 
. purifie the Air, and the Air is to refreſh the Body ; 
and therefore his Divine Preſence is ſometimes call'd 
a Blaſt of Wind, as the Spoule in the Cavticles, Yeni cy. 4. 16. 
Aufter perfla hortum & fluent aromata ; ſometimes a 
Breath of Air, tanquam m—_— aure lenjs ; ome» 
tunes Spiraculum vite, t TRY of Life ; and 
generally a Spirit, ual #oxav, not only in reterence 
to his Eternal Proceſſion from the Father and the 
Son by way of Spiration, or reciprocal breathing of 
Love, but alſo in order to his Operations ad extra, 
working himſelf into the Soul by inſenſible ways, 
_ r Action and Motion, as the material Air 
's the Lungs, and the animal Spirits every part of 
the Body : Spiritus Sanftus vita ſpirituum , ſenfifi- 
cans, vivificans, ſays Richard of St. Yittor. Where» Richard. de 
fore our Bleſſed Maſter, who on this Day fulfill'd $. 742. 4 6. 
his Promiſe of ſending the Holy Spirit, compares it, © 7 
Jobs 3. 8. to the Elementary, which bloweth where 
it lifts, whoſe ſound we hear, but cannot te whence 
it cometh, or whither it gaeth ; ſo is every one that 
is born of the Spirit : By which laſt Words he ap» 
plies the \Compariſoo , as if he bad ſaid , You arc 
wo ap the he of = S 0D 
ceflary to beget and: perpetuate t e of the Soul, 
as you experience the other is tothe a > 
wy D 2 are 
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fare of Nature ; and as he that hinders the Air from 
paſſing into his Lungs, muſt immediately be ſtifled, 
or ſoon burnt up with interior Heat; fo he thar 
checks the entrance of the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Pro- 
perty is to allay the Heat of Concupiſcence with'the 
nobler and gentler warmth of a Spiritual Love, to 
aſlwage the Paſſions, to cool and moderate:the Afﬀe- 
ions ; or he that ejeAts him out of his Heart after 
he is enter'd, is faid to contriſtate, to grieve the _ 
' Holy Ghoſt, and fruſtrate the end of his Coming ; 
Nolite contriftare Spiritum Santtum, 

This Conſideration carry'd me upon thefe Words 
of the Apoſtle, and pointed them out as a proper 
Theme equally fitted ro the SanQity and Solemnity 
of the Time, to the Neceſſities and Capacity of 
every Hearer ; and as the moſt important Advice 
can be given Chriſtians '{ who have already re- 
ceiv'd, and are ſuppos'd to poſleſs the delightful Pre» 
ſence of the Holy Ghoſt)to cheriſh that gentle Flame, 
to treat the Divine Gueſt as becomes rhe Children 
of Light ; not only not to expel him out of their 
Hearts by any criminal Adtion or Conſent ; but not 
' ſo much as togive him the leaſt Offence, by remit- 
ting of the Devotion they feel, or pious Reſoluti- 
ons they make at this Holy Time. Nolte contriſta» 
re, &c. But to maintain the Intereſts of this Holy 
Spirit, we muſt have his Aſſiſtance, the Power. of 
Perſuaſion being one of thoſe Gifts of Tongues which 
deſcend from' above , and which is ebtain'd by 'the 
fame Diſpoſition the Apoſtles were in perſeverantes 
in oratione, by continuing in Prayer ; and it you 
would learn the Method, the Evangeliſt delivers it 
in two.words, C4m Maria.; the Bleſſed Virgin is the 
Pattern ; 
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Pattern ; the Holy Ghoſt found her in the ſame po- 
ſture at his ſecond Coming, as hedid in the firſt, 
when the Angel ſaluted.her, AVE MARTA. 


Grieve not the Holy Ghoſt. 


HE Eſſential Joy which God poſſeſſes within 
himſelf, and which is Himſelf, places him 
above the reach of Grief ; but not above our At- 
tempts to afflit him: His Immortal Godhead and 
Power may ſecure his Being, but not our Obedience; 
we are as ready to take up Arms againſt him, as if 
we could dethrone him at our Pleaſure. His Ma- 
zeſty and Juſtice may ſtrike a Sinner with Amaze- 
ment and Terror, but not always with that Fear 
which works a ſtable Repentance. Thus his Love,and 
Mercy, and Glory, which eſtabliſh- his Beatitude ; 
* his Glory, that no Evil can approach-him ; his Love 
and Mercy, that he would paſs by the Injury, if 
any ſuch could be done him, exempt him from a pof- 
ſibility of grieving; and yet we grieve him, that 
is, we are as criminal and injuriousto him, as if he 
wete ſuſceptible of our- ill uſage. For tho» ev 
Sin be levell'd at the Whole Trinity, the Undivided 
Godhead againſt which it is committed, yet the 
Holy Ghoſt, to-whom the Work of our Converfion 
is appropriated, is faid tobe the Principal Obje&t of 
the Injury, as implying a horrible Contempt of his 
Favors, Spritui gratie contumeliam facientes, Our zxb. 19; 23; 
Faith teaches us to conſider the Holy Ghoſt in two | 
difterent States in reference to Human Nature; the 
one, as hovering over us, and deſiring to enter into 
| the 
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the Heart of Man, which belongs to him fa 
many Titles ; the other, as {triving to keep Poſiedi- 
on of it, which to maintain, he has been ſo liberal 
of his Graces and Inſpirations, of his Gifts and Pro- 
mifes, and even of himſelf; Spiritus qui datus eff 
nobis : In each of theſe Circumſtances we may diſ- 
pleaſe and contriſtate him ; Firſt, If we refuſe him 
admittance when he demands it: And ſecondly, 
we oblige him toquit his Hold, after we have peace- 
ably admitted him, and taſted the Comforts of his 
' Preſence. The: Refuſal is the Injury, the Sin of 04- 
Stinacy ; the Excluſion, that of Contempt : Two moſt 
execrable Crimes, and high Provocations, the Apo- 
{tle admoniſhes us to be aware of; and to enforce 
his Admonition, ſhall make the Two Parts of this 
Diſcourſe. 


Furſt, 'The Refuſal to admit him ; by which I do 
not underſtand as if he were locally diſtant or abſent . 
* from the Heart of Man; for he is eſſentially every 
where by the Immenſity of his Nature, and as ne- 
celfarily in the Heart of a Sinner, as in that of a 
Saint ; becauſe i» bins we live, we move, and have 
our being, But this Diſtance implies only a Moral 


| paeFrneqry ing in the privation of Grace, þb 
ar oremweFrvs wells in us after a peculiar and 
more excelleat manner. But no. ſooner do we cog» 
&nt'to a Mortal Sin, than we violently thruſt him 
aut of doors, and diſpofleſs him of. this latter and 
better kind of Inhabitation , while he, like an un- 
Boogie Lover, returas: as calmly as if, it were his 

arlt Approach, as if he had gever been expuls'd, and 
courts the Soul with ſach melting Expreſſions ” 

. wou 
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world reduce any Heart but that of a Sinner ; for it 
is-not a pecaliar Dialed to his Beloved inthe Cax- 
ricles, but his-common Language to every revolted 
Heart, Aperi mihi ſoror mea, ſpeuſa mea ; Open to Cant. 3.2 
me, my. Siſter, my Spouſe, Prodigious ! The unfaith- 
ful Servant hecalls Siſter, the Traytor and Rebel he 
youchſafes to'call his Spouſe, to put her in mind of 
what ſhe was before the loſt her Honor, and forfeited 
thoſe glorious Titles, which he continues to give 
her, that he tay provoke her to Repentanee, that he 
may reſtore her 

Theſe Inftances, or' knocking at the door, 2s the 
hm Bay mem ſtyles thera himſelf in-rhe Revelations, | 
in the Counci of Trent he calſs the Marions of 
Grace nondum inhabitants, that has not yet procur'd 
entrance, but is laying to the Gates, and try- 
_ ing allche Avenues and to-get in. ' Sach is 
the State {Beloved Chriſtians) to which meſt of us 
have reduc'dthe Holy" ;'we flyit! our Hearts 
opow him,- and while there is « Paſſion. within to 
gratifie, a Concypilcenee to indulge, we are infenſt- 
die ww his ; and deaf tokis Veice; and has 
n | ha x be-offended and priev'-at ſuch n 
Treatment If we may 4ither (the veticuntency of 
his afſeRtion from his earneſt Defires 4nd paſſionate ./ 
Solicitations x6 be admitted, we may: gaels-at the 
erage of our _— to 
Telenting”-# , *that God who ts 5 the- Q 
af al :Qunfoletion?-is alip'd * dork Wil -the 


Sword in his Hand, to change his Entredties"into 
DMlonacts, and chhreitert Piniſhnrients where he pro- 
miStARewarts; | Wherefore, Hays a Laaradd Writer, 


oy ; \n0. , his 
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his Eternal Wiſdom - could- invent -no: Emblem fo 
proper and ſo-expreſlive of his ardent Deſires to pe- 
netrate into.the Heart of Man, as that of a Tongue 


- and Fire, both piercing, both irreſiſtible, but in 


Dent. 4. 14. 


Heb. 4. 12. 


ſeveral kinds; to-ſignifie, that he will leave no Me- 
thod untry'd, no way unattempted;; if the more 
gentle Aſſauits of the Tongue, :Promiſes, Endear- 
ments, Expoſtulations, and Perſuaſions cannot pre- 
vail, he will fet upon us with all the-Flames of his 
Indignation,and eternal. Ardors of his Divine Nature ; 
Dominus Deus tuus ignis conſumens eſt ; Tour God i a 
conſuming Fire, in:compariſon of which, the Fury and 
Rage of; our Elementary is but a glaring and harm- 


"ef. Vapor; the deſtroying. and penetrating Light- 


ning, but a gentle! and cooling Blaſt ; the rendi 

end leadfal Thunder, is but a friendly Addreſs, = 
ſoft-Embrace; But thy God is a conſuming. Fire, that 
is, in the Apoſtle's Expofition;Zhe Word of God, or the 
Holy-Ghoſt-ſpeaking in-our Hearts, #-quick aud pow- 
erful, ſbarper.than a two-edg'd\Sword, piercing even to 
the dividing aſunder b Ape and, Spirit, and of the 
-Joynts and Marrowgand i a diſcerner,an avenger of the 
thoughts-andl, intents of the Heart. ;- for all things are 
;xaked:#0, and caſily: conquer'd by 1. Eyes. Er in- 


2 Thiſ 2.8) $erficiet impium Spirits ors ſui &-iluſtratione ad- 


aentus ſui, ſays he elſewhere ; if he cannot deſtroy 
the Wickedoeſs of the Man with the Breath of his 
;Fi&toxious Grace, he will deſtroy .the wicked Man 
-witly the > Glory of tis Preſence,, and Terror of his 


But: this Attempt of the Holy Ghoſt .to. reduce a 
ſtubbora Hearr,. is not tobe underſtqod: of Force or 


raint ; 
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Conſtraint ; for he do's not deſire to poſſeſs it by 
Neceſlity, but by Submiſſion ; he comes upon it z# 
ſpiritu vebementt , with Vehemence, but not with 
Violence, which takes away our Liberty ; for he 
eſteems it the greateſt Victory, to make us yield, 
while we remain able to refift. He has a tender 
Compaſſion for the moſt rebellious Sinner ; and in 
deſpite of all Provocations, Ads of Hoſtility, and 
defacing the Beauty of a Heart he had been fo long 
adorning , the Print of his Finger ſtill remaining 
upon, the Creature, and the indelible Character of 
his Sacrament upon the Chriſtian, he acknowledges 
the Work of his Hands, he remembers it was his 
Temple, he endeavors to repair the Ruins, and con- 
ſecrate it again with his Preſence, To obtain which 
deſir'd-End, he do's not think it exther beneath his 
Majeſty, or derogatory to his Power, to capitulate 
with the Soul, whoſe concurring Aſtent is requiſite 
to her own Happineſs, to fue to her, to uſe Sollici- 
tations and Pertuafions, according to the Senſe the 
Maſter of our Schools and other Divines give ta the 
Words of St. Paul, Poſtulat pro nobis; he asks not gow, 8. 26, 
only for us, but alfo of us, to be readmitted into 
our Hearts, «hique petit ab omnibus recipi, fays the 
Angelical Doctor, comparing this Divine Lover to 
the Sun, wha not only offers his Light tothe Eyes 
of all the Warld, but alſo darts it upon them, and 
with the Points of his Rays follicits them to open 
and let in the Day : Petrie ab emnibus recips. 

From whence I make two Interences worthy your 
ſerious Conſideration. The firſt, That the greateſt 
exterior Glory the Holy Ghoſt is capable of, the on- 
ly Joy. he takes ad extra, out of himfelf, is to find us 

E yielding 


Matt. 12.31. 
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yielding to his Deſires, acquieſcing to his Motions 
and re-entring into the State of Grace. The ſecond 
That a Refulal on this occaſion, irritates him to the 
higheſt degree, and of its own nature js ſuch a Sub- 
zet of Grief, as a- loving Parent feels when he ſees 
himfelf diſreſpeRed and 1njur'd by an ungrateful and 
diſobedient Child. He is not only troubled at his 
Miſcarriages, but is far more afflicted that he is ob- 
lig'd ro puniſh him for them, foreſeeing that his Dif- 
obedience will bring him to an unhappy End. In 
like manner the Holy Ghoſt is ſaid to grieve, when 
we not only abuſe his Patience, contemn his Love, 
and reje&t his Comforts, but alſo draw upon our 
Heads his juſt Severity, while he foreſtes the Puniſh- 
ment he is going to inflict upon- his Children will 
not amend them ; for the Crime is irremiſlible, the 
Puniſhment: is unavoidable ; the Crime, a Blaſphemy 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and the Puniſhment, never 
to repent of it ; non remittetur. 

Indeed Divines are much perplex'd, and can hard- 
ly agree in what this —_ conſiſts, which fo 
much exaſperates the Spirit of God, and turns the 


' Meekneſs of the Dove into the implacable Fury of 


the Lion. St. Auguſtin, whoſe Judgment is of great- 
eſt weight, ſuppoſes it to be final Impenitency, as 
being the laſt, and at the ſame time the Puniſhment 
of-all other Crimes. *Tis a Puniſhment, and the 
ſevereſt of Puniſhments, becauſe a dereliction of 
God: *Tis a Sin. or a Circumſtance of Sin, becauſe 
it renders all the preceding unpardonable. But how 
come we to plunge into this bottomleſs Abyſs of 
Miſery, unleſs by refuſing Grace when it is offer'd 
us? There is the Crime; and are not we juſtly ſen- 

| tenc'd 
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Xenc'd to it for our ſo long continu'd Reſiſtances 
againſt the Divine Impulſes, ſo frequent Contempts 

.ot Calls from Heaven, in Sermons, Advices, Exam» 

ples, Duties of Picty, Occaſions of Charity preſent- 

ed to us, good Books put into our Hands, Remorſes 

ſtarted in our Conſciences, Convictions riſing in our 
Underſtanding, and holy Deſires breath'd into our 

Hearts ? There's the Puniſhment : And what more 

juſt than that our own: Meaſures ſhould be turn'd 

againſt us, that there ſhould be a reſemblance be- 

tween the Chaſtiſement and the Offence ; as Con- 

tempt was the Crime, ſo Contempt ſhould be the 
Condemnation? The Sinner contemns God, and 

God revenges himſelf by contemning him ; the uſu- 

al proceeding of flighted Love, gui ſpernis, nonne & x, ,,_;. 
ipſe ſperneris > He applies his Mercy, in quality of a 
Phyſician, to heal the Soul ; but ſometimes he muſt 

inlike manner exerciſe his Juſtice, by giving her 

over when her State is deſperate. Curavimus Babylo- Jer. z 1. 9. 
nem 0 non eſt ſanata; To cure thee, O wretch- 

ed Creature, to whom a Life ſpent in Diſorders and 
Confuſion has merited the Style of Babylon ; to cure 

thee, I have apply'd all my healing Graces, comfort- 

ing Inſpirations and ſovereign Reſtoratives ; neither 

Oyl nor Wine, neither gentler nor ſharper Reme- 

dies, neither Proſperity nor Perſecution, have been 
wanting to thy Wounds ; ſed non eſt ſanata, but 

thou art not, becauſe thou wilt not be cured : De- 
relinquamus eam, thou art paſt recovery, I will leave 

thee to the Cogitations of thy own Heart, i» man 

confilii tui, I will viſit thee no more, I will call thee 

no more,l will quite forget thee,l will not ſo much as 

be angry with thee any more,aaferetur zelus mens a te, Exech.16 43. 
& quieſcam, nec iraſcar amplins. E 2 Now 
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Now tell me, Chriſtian, if ſuch as refuſe to give 
the Holy Ghoſt entrance into their Hearts, ſo hea- 
vily contriſtate him; how grievouſly do they offend, 
who thruſt him violently out of their Hearts, after 
they had readily open'd the Gates to him, receiv'd 
him honourably, treated him. friendly, and recipro- 
cally receiv'd unſpeakable Inſtances of his Aﬀection ? 
Thus is the next thing I have to conſider : Be pleas'd 
to-accompany me with your Hearts, as well as with 
your Attention. 


IH. Whether to be repuls'd from the Heart of Man, or 
expuls'd out of it, be the greater Affront to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the more deſerving Subject of his Dit- 
pleaſure, may be a queſtion in the Theory, and is 
diſcuſs'd by Divines ; but I ſuppoſe in the Practice 
an indifferent Judgment may determine. For as 
right Reaſoneſteems it an Injury of a higher nature, 
and far. more provoking, to treat a Man ill in his 
Preſence, than in: his abſence, becauſe it adds the 
greateſt Impudence to the Indignity ; fo the firſt 
Crime a. Perſon in the State of Grace commits, be» 
comes incomparably more injurious by that Circum+ 
ſtance. I might inforce this with the ordinary To- 
pick of Ingratitude, which ſtains it (till deeper-: But 
I paſs by thele Two Reaſons, ſo conſiderable, had I: 
time to urge them, to come toa Third, drawn from 
the Injury God ſuffers, upon the account he is chas'd 
from a Place he held by ſo full and uadiſputed a Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and which belongs to him by an unqueſtio- 
oable Tenure, and ſo many warrantable Titles; EZ/e- 

Pal. 134-4. git Iſrael in poſſeſhonem /ibi, He has choſen Iſrael 
for his poſſeſſion, ſays the Royal Advocate of Heaven. 
| Now 
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Now do we find our ſelves ſfo-nearly touch'd, and fo 
vehemently exaſperated, when an Intruder comes to 
thruſt us out of doors, and ſeife on our Inheritance 2 
and ſhall we allow no Reſentment to the Holy Spi- 
rit, when he is wrongfully and contumelioufly ejected 
out of his Habitation, for he dwe/'s in the midſt of us ; 
out of his Temple, for you are the Temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; out of his Empire, for the Kingdom of 
God is within you ; out of the Seat of his Pleaſure, 
for hs Delights are to be with the Sons of Men 2 Do 
we not ſuffer any one to diſpute our Right ro what we 
have made with our own Hands? Such is the Heart 
of Man to the Holy Ghoſt. Do we not account it 
as abfurd as impudent, to demand whether the thing 
be ours which we have bought 2 Such is the Heart 
of Man to the Holy Ghoſt. Do's not a long Pre- 
ſcription juſtifie a Tenure, and long Poſſeſſion create 
a Tithe > Such is the Holy Ghoſts to the Heart of 
Man. For he lays claim to it, not only becauſe he is 
the Spirit of God the Father who created us, of God 
the Son who redeem'd us, but alſo becauſe he has 
Rights to us peculiar to himſelt, by the Love he bears 
us, by the ſandtifying Grace he: has beſtow'd upon 
us. This is what the Apoltle feems to point ar, 
when immediately after he had exhorted the Ephe- 
frans, in the words of my Text, not to grieve the 
Holy Spirit, he adds for a Reaſon, in qo /12natt eftis, 
becauſe you are ſeaPd by him, becaule you have re- 
ceiv'd his Character; as Men uſe to imprint their 
Arms or Mark upon ſuch things they eſteem molt 
precious, and would not have uſurped or violated by 
any foreign Hand ; Signati eſtis. The Holy Gholt 
impreſſes himſelf upon our Hearts in every Sacra- 

ment ; 
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- ment ; I ſhall inſtance only in two, Baptiſm and Pe- 
nance. In Baptiſm he imprints ſuch a Character 
upon the Soul, as neither Time nor Eternity can de- 
face, neither Violence nor Sin can raze out ; for 
ſince nothing is deſtroy'd but by its Contrary, the 
Characteriſtical Form muſt be indelible, fays the Ma- 
ſter of our Schools, as having nothing contrary to - 
it ſelf, The Sacrament of Penance leaves not in- 
deed ſuch an immortal Impreſs behind it, but plains 
out all the Tracts of Sin, and imprints upon the Le- 
vel an habitual Love, which is the Seal of che Spi- 
rit, and which our Bleſſed Saviour makes a diſtin- 
Qive Charater between his Friends and his Ene- 
mies. [» quo fignati eſtis ; we are mark'd as his Li- 
ving Temples, according to the Cuſtom of all Re- 
ligions , that ingrave on the Frontiſpiece of their 
Temples, or in the moſt eminent Part of them, Hie- 
roglyphicks of the Divinity they adore. And do 
you not know, ſays the Apoſtle, that you are the 
Temples of the Living God 2 Your Heart is the San- 
Quary where the Father is worſhipp'd in Spirit and 
Truth ; Charity is the Prieſt, Faith and Hope are 
the Aſſiſtants, Penance and Prayer are the Sacrifices. 
And tell me now (ungrateful Chriſtian) after fo 
full, ſo free, ſo long and ſolemn a Poſſeſſion, to be 
turn'd out all on a ſudden, in a moment, as ſoon as 
a Mortal Sin can be committed, and this to make 
way for his mortal Enemy ; to be ſold for the ful- 
ſom Pleaſures of this World, for a Luſt or an Am- 
bition; to be exchang'd for the amuſing Trifles, 
Vanities and Riches, is it not the higheſt Injuſtice, 
and moſt foul and abominable. Sacrilege? An Inju- 
.Kice, becauſe you prodigally caſt away what belongs 
to 
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to another : Nox eftis veſtri; Do not think you 
have power to ruine your ſelves, or that you wrong 
no Body but your ſelves ; *tis a vulgar Saying, and 
a vulgar Miſtake ; Tow are not your own. A Sacris 
lege, becauſe you rob the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
where he had treaſur'd up the Riches of his Good- 
neſs, where he had made the Repoſitory of his Gra- 
ces. Is it ſtrange then he conceives ſo high a dif 
—_— at ſuch ill Uſage, that he breaths out ſuch 
amentable Complaints by the Mouth of the Pro- 
phet, Aflixerunt Spiritum Santti ejus, They have affli« 1/a.63. 10. - 
fed his Holy Spirit , they have griev'd his very Soul, 
not only tor the Injuſtice, not only for the Sacrilege, 
nor only for the Expulſion, but much more for the 
aggravating Circumſtance, the Contempt. For tho* 
every Sin be injurious to the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
what nature ſoever, involves a Contempt of his Di- 
vinity, by diſobeying his Commands ; an underva- 
luing his Perſon, by baniſhing him our Company ; 
and a ſcorn of his Gifts, by caſting them from us : 
yet every conſidering Man will grant, the firſt Ca- 
pital Offence a fanCtified Soul commits, is big with” 
a particular Contempt and Slighting of the Divine 
Spirit, becauſe it not only thruſts him out of his 
Poſſeſſion , but do's it to introduce the Spirit of 
Pride, .of Luxury, of Ambition, of Covetouſnefs, . 
and the like, in his place : By which the Sinner de- 
clares, that he ſets a lower Value on Jeſus Chriſt, 
than the moſt trivial Satisfa&tion of the World. For 
whether he makes a diſtin Reflefion on it or no, 
it is certain he virtually compares the Good Spirit 
which is in poſſeſſion of his Heart, with the Evil 
one which is ſolliciting admittance ; and by confent- 


ing. 
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ing to Sin, he declares his Judgment , and ſhews 
which is preferable in his eſteem. 

There 1s no ſort of Contempt like that of Com- 
pariſon, which not only deſpiſes a Man, bur, to in- 
creaſe the Confuſion and Aferont, firſt ſets another 
in competition with him, and then gives that other 
the advantage over him : Which Proceeding, tho' 
ever odious, in two Caſes is moſt abominable, in the 
Rights of Sovereignty, and in the Intereſts of Love. 
It a People ſhould depoſe their Prince, they would 
cammit the fouleſt, the moſt unjuſt, and moſt unchri- 
tian Action in the World ; but if they ſtop there, *cis 
only an abſolute Contempt : But if the giddy Multi- 
tude proceed to a new EleCion, and put up the mortal 
Enemy of their Lawtul Sovereign, then 'tis a Con- 
tempt of Compariſon. If a Wife fufter that Conjugal 
AtteCtion to die, which Nature and Religion oblige 
her to cheriſh towards her Husband,'tis a horrible In- 
jury,'tis a Contempt ; for there can beno Indifferency 
in that Caſe : But if ſhe turn her Afﬀe&ions upon a 
Stranger,the ſworn Enemy of her Lawful Spouſe,ſuch 
a Preterence heighrens the Affront beyond all that 
can be expreſs'd, beyond all compariſon, and chaſes 
Anger into Defparation and Fury. | 

Naw what-Reſentment Paſſion raiſes in Men, Ju- 
ſtice kindles in the Holy Ghoſt ; for he enters a Soul 
in bath theſe Qualities,. as Sovereign to make it the 
Seat of his Empire, regwum Det intra wds eſt ; and 
as a Spouſe, to contract with it the neareſt and moſt 
facred Alliance, Sponſabo te mihi in ſempiternum. 
Yet every tdle Pretender, every rebellious Appetite, 
or unruly Paſſion, is admitted to diſpute his Title, 
while the Owner is forc'd to plead his Right before 
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a corrupted Judge, the Free-will of Man ; while the 
ay, 2 bro Spouſe, is not only conſenting to- 
his Baniſhment, but alſo before his Face abandons 
her felf iato the Embraces of a foul Adulterer, the 
profets'd Enemy of her rightful Lord, preterring the 
momentary Pleaſures of this World, betore the eter- 
nal Careſles of his Favour. 

But he bewailing her Loſs more than his own, 
(when the loſing ot him is indeed the loſing her ſelf) 
follows her, with the Tears and unſpeakable Groans 
of her Mother the Church, begs of her to return, 
more to her ſelf, than to him, Redite peccatores ad 
cor ; and is contriſtated that ſhe will neither believe 
nor prevent herendleſs and unconſolable Sorrow, S; 
cognoviſſes G tu. 

And what do you now expeR, Chriſtians, but that, 
(to cloſe up this Diſcourſe) I joyn my Voice to that of. 
the Holy Ghoſt, and become his Advocate, who 
pleads for himſelf to your Heart ; and that I: beg of 
you once with my Lips, what he do's every moment: 
by his Grace, Nolite contriſtare > For his and your 
own fake have pity npon your own Souls, and ceaſe 
ts grieve the Holy Ghoſt. 

1. If you have not yet given him entrance by a- 
faithful Obedience to his Call, bear his Foice even 
this day, harden your Hearts no longer , put an end 
ro your Reludtances and Reſiſtance. There are but 
two Wills. concern'd in your Converſion, but two- 
Conſents requir'd to the thoro' Amendment of your 
Life, the Holy Ghoſt's, and your own. And I hope, 
from what.I have diſconrs'd, you. are very well fa-- 
tisfied, that the Holy Ghoſt wiſhes nothing ſo ear- 


neſtly, deſires nothing fo Yi — 
thing 
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thing ſo inſtantly : And do you deliberate upon the 
matter ? Do you entertain the Motion ſo coldly ? 
Ts your Salvation in your own Hands, and you ſtand 
demurring whether you ſhall accept of it 2 Is that 
freely ofter'd you, which you ought to have ſu'd for 
with fleming Sighs and unexpreſiible Groans, gem:- 
tibus inenarrabilibus ? Ts it not Crime enough to have 
hitherto refiſted - his /»ſpirations, ſtopp'd your Ears 
againſt his Ca/s, rejected his Counſels, and trampl'd 
upon his Commandments 2 Will you continue in Re- 
bellion till there is no Mercy lett for you ?. Will. you 
ſeal up your Ears till the Invitation 1s paſt ? Will 
you not render to his Counſels till it be too late, nor 
acknowledge his Commandments till you are loſt 
for ever 2 Will you ſend back his comfortable Ye. 
nite's, Come to me, with the Language of the wicked, 
Recede a nobis, Depart from ws, and force him to 
"that bitter Retaliation, Recedite & me, Depart from me 
you; turſed into everlaſting fire ? | 

- And'this you do, while you continue to neglect 
his repeated Inſtances and Calls ; tor a continu'd 
Neglect is a Contempt, and a Contempt of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is that Baſphemy.which pronounces Sen- 
tence upoit it ſelf, the fatal Recede 4 nobu, Depart 
from us for ever. Yes, hard-hearted Sinner, cruel to 
thy ſelf-and to thy God ; God will obey the Voice 
of Man, who would never hearken. to the Voice of 
God x he will depart from thee for. ever. For the 
Scripture" often warns us, that there 15 a certain num- 
ber of Sins, which, fil'd up, chaſe him away irrevo- 
cably ; that there is a certain number of Calls, which 
being rejeted, Ton ſhall call, fays he, and I wil 
not hear ; and there is aicertain number of Graces 
wh, | ſumm'd 
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ſumm'd up,and recorded by the Hand of Juſtice, after 
which no more are given, or at leaſt ſo imperfe&t 
and weak, as they leave the Soul in a moral impof- 
ſibility to break her Chains, or ſhake off her evil 
Habits. 

Perhaps this is the laſt Opportunity ſhall ever be 
preſented you; perhaps this is the laſt time you 
ſhall ever hear the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking to your 
Hearts, the laſt and peremptory Term of Grace, 
beyond which it ſhall never be extended, and on 
acceptance of which, depends your eternal Predeſti- 
nation or Reprobation : Perhaps this is your laſt 
Pentecoſt ; and remember you are warn'd, that he 
who appear'd to day.in the ſhape of Fiery Tongues, 
toexpreſs how ardently he defires your Converſi- 
on, will one day appear in that terrifying Poſture, 
the Prophets beheld him, when a flaming Sword 
ifſu'd from his Mouth, Death and DeſtruQtion walked 
betore him, a Torrent of Fire ſtream'd from his en- 
rag'd Countenance, and flaming Eyes, to conſume 
his Enemies. 

2. But above all, you that have already receiv'd 
the Holy Ghoſt, No/:te contriſtare, do not grieve 
him, do not extinguiſh thoſe Divine Flames he has 
rais'd in your Hearts: Conſider what a Happineſs it 
is to be his Temple ; give him not the diſpleaſure to 
ſee himſelf chas'd from that Place, whence his Acceſs 
had chas'd ſo many evil and tyrannical Spirits, and 
where he deſires to dwell in this Life by his Grace, 
that we may dwell for ever in his Glory. Which 7 


beſeech, &c. 
FINATS. 


